
SOUTH GILLIAM COUNTY RURAL FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT
NO.  VI-301

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES

DATE:

October 15, 2025
TIME:

6:00 p.m.
PLACE:
South Gilliam County Emergency Services Building
PRESENT:
Eric Harrison - President

Doug Potter – Vice President


Jeff Schott – Member

Excused: Roger Lyda & Jeff Kersey 
Guests: 
Shannon Coppock – Executive Secretary


Casey Zellars – Gilliam County Fire Services Coordinator 

Call Meeting to Order: Meeting called to order at 6:09.
Public Comment: No public comment
Minutes:  
A motion was made by Roger Lyda to approve the June 12, 2025 budget hearing and regular meeting minutes and the June 17, 2025 special meeting minutes as presented.  Doug Potter seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.
Financials:  
Jeff Schott made a motion to accept the financial reports for 2024-2025 fiscal year through June 30, 2025 and for the 2025-2026 financial reports through October 15, 2025 for South Gilliam County RFPD. Seconded by Roger Lyda.  The motion carried unanimously. 
Unfinished Business:
1. Grants for turnouts-We had $57.59 left from the $30,000.00 grant. We got the last pair of wildland boots. We received $9,991.00 from the VFC grant. We got equipment from SeaWestern. Volunteer hours were used as a cost match.
2. Maintenance on FEPP truck – The valves got replaced.  Totally operational now. It is a 2015. 

3. 2012 Dodge – Completely stripped.  It needs to be detailed. Board agreed to let Hans Berggrenn detail the truck prior to putting out for bid.
New Business:  

1. OSFM Grant- Summer Staffing – Shannon updated the board.  It seems like OSFM will increase the remaining balance from this year up to the amount that was used during this fire season.
2. Best Practices Survey- Due in November
3. Oath of Office for Doug Potter and Roger Lyda. 

Fire Chief’s Report:


Not available
Fire Services Coordinator Report:  
General
· OSFM Summer Staffing Grants for North and South- All monies need to be expended by October 31,2025 or the grant will not be available to apply for next year. 

·  Fires of significance:

· Butte Creek- 1800 acres (South Gilliam & Wheeler)

· Ferry Fire- 10,000 acres (Sherman County)

· Montague- 240 acres (North Gilliam)

· Vansycle Fire 2200 acres (Umatilla County)

· Duff Rd Fire- 250 acres (Umatilla Tribal Fire)

· Boardman- 30 Acres with Multiple Homes (Boardman)

· Burdoin Fire- 11,192 acres (Lyle Washington Klickitat Fire Dist.)

· Black Rock Fire- 40,684 (multiple call out due to the proximity to the county) 

· Crews have spent many long days and nights on these fires and have done a great job of maintaining coverage and availability for other calls. 

· Multiple requests for mutual aid out of county along with 2 crews sent to Lyle Washington

· 3 new volunteers county wide, will start FFI academy this fall, Already Wildland Certified.

· Zellars was elected in by the Tri County Chiefs as the Fire Defense Board Chief- Alternate. 

· New to us VHF radios we received from BLM have been a great addition to Communications with our State and Federal Cooperators. 

· County Operations grant of $30,000 was received and all PPE has been purchased and received along with the Final Report submitted to the County. 

· 2 VFC grants- one for each district for approximately $9900 each for additional PPE 

· This is a reimbursement grant Sept 1 2025- Sept 30 2026

Training

· Due to the busy fire season, we have worked with crews on maintaining situational awareness and honing the skills needed for the summer wildland season. 
· This fall we will start focusing back on structural firefighting skills and motor vehicle accidents along with crews becoming more familiar with the rescue truck. 
· ICS 300 & 400 will be available this winter to all Fire and LE free of charge for Gilliam County. 
Trucks have been left very dirty.  There is a crew out cleaning the trucks tonight.  

The OSFM tender has a damaged rear bumper. Damages need to be reported to OSFM within a short time period.  Casey will report the damage and he will see about getting it repaired. Also, it is time for the annual service and pump test for the truck.  Casey will make an appointment with UCFD#1 to have their mechanic take care of the service and pump test.  The Fire District will pay for it and then will be reimbursed by OSFM.  
Executive Secretary:
1.  Report in lieu of audit – Leah Watkins prepared this report and Jeff Schott signed it.
2. Gutter – The gutter at the front door is leaking. Jeff Schott will check with Rutherfords, who recently purchased a gutter machine, to see if they can put up continuous gutter. 
3. Toilet repair – the toilet in the men’s bathroom was leaking 45 gallons per hour at one point.  Jamieson and Marshall replaced the inner workings of all of the toilets in the station.
4. Water bill – There was an extra $180.00 added on to our water bill.  That will be credited back to the account.  It was for the back flow valve annual check. 
Director comments: No comments
The meeting adjourned at 6:55 p.m.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
NEXT REGULAR MEETING 
WILL BE NOVEMBER 13, 2025 AT 6:00 P.M.  

AT SOUTH GILLIAM COUNTY EMERGENCY BUILDING
____________________________




___________________________+
Eric Harrison 







Shannon Coppock 
Board Chair







Executive Secretary

